C.    Costs, Benefits, and Effectiveness
Obligations:    In FY 1983, obligations were:

National Center for Research 1n Vocational Education...........,.$5,399,946

National Occupational Information Coordinating Committee......... 2,243,100

Spedal Projects................................................. 1,996,983

Curriculum Coordination Centers................................ (745,520)

TOTAL..........................$9,680,029

Evaluation of NCRVE Dellverables: The dellverables produced by the National
Center for Research in Vocational Education of the Ohio State University
were evaluated by a panel of nine nationally recognized authorities on edu-
cation, training, and work (E.I).    The panel raised seven broad questions
about NCRVE dellverables:

o    Are they responsive to Federal requirements?

o    Who are they meant to assist?

o    Do they provide useful assistance?

o    Do they add to knowledge about vocational education?

o    Do they exhibit high standards of quality?

o   Are they likely to Improve vocational education?

o    What do they Indicate about the management of the NCRVE program?

The panel reached the following conclusions^/:

0   Responsiveness:    NCRVE has complied with Federal contractual  require-
ments, but has not produced dellverables that adequately address the
primary objective of Federal vocational education policy, namely,
systematic Improvement 1n the quality and effectiveness of vocational
education services.

0   Target Audiences:    While NCRVE has addressed its research, development,
and dissemination dellverables to many audiences, 1t has provided In-
sufficient assistance to those who provide overall direction to voca-
tional policy.

o   Utility:   Practicing vocational educators are likely to find many of
NCRVE's products useful 1n dealing with routine operational problems,
but other groups, especially policymakers, are not likely to find them
very useful.

o   Knowledge:    NCRVE has helped to distribute research about vocational
education, but 1t has added very little that is new to the existing fund
of Information.

0   Quality: Although the editorial quality of NCRVE's written dellverables
ranged from good to excellent, NCRVE's research generally lags behind
the prevailing standards of excellence 1n the nation's best research
Institutions.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